
 Way n e  S tat e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e ss
 *  M o t o r  c i t y  w o r k s  f o r  t h e  w o r l d  *

Wayne State University Press  / The Leonard N. Simons Building  /  4809 Woodward Avenue  /  Detroit, Michigan 48201-1309

wsupress.wayne.edu

Named after Michigan’s state reptile, Painted Turtle is a general-interest 
trade imprint from Wayne State University Press.Painted Turtle

Advance Praise 
For The Guardian Building

A work of exacting scholarship, James Tottis’s treatise on Detroit’s Guardian Building is likely 
to be the final word on one of the greatest art deco skyscrapers in the United States. He also 
begins the process of excavating the life and career of Wirt C. Rowland, the Guardian’s great, 
elusive architect.

—Robert Sharoff, co-author of American City: Detroit Architecture, 1845–2005 (Wayne State 
University Press, 2005)
 

At last Detroit’s magnificent Guardian Building has gotten the book it deserves. Author Jim 
Tottis illustrates the genius of architect Wirt C. Rowland and his most important creation in 
splendid detail.

—John Gallagher, architecture critic, Detroit Free Press, and co-author of AIA Detroit: The Amer-
ican Institute of Architects Guide to Detroit Architecture (Wayne State University Press, 2002) 

“
”

“ ”


