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Coming Soon: Race and Remembrance by Arthur L. Johnson!

Race and Remembrance tells the remarkable life story of Arthur L. Johnson, es-
teemed Detroit civil rights and community leader, educator, and administrator 
whose career spans much of the last century. In his own words, Johnson offers an 
insider’s view into the social factors affecting the lives of African Americans in the twen-
tieth century, making clear the enormous effort and personal sacrifice required in fight-
ing racial discrimination and poverty in Detroit and beyond. 

A Georgia native, Johnson graduated from Morehouse College and Atlanta University 
and moved north in 1950 to become executive secretary of the Detroit branch of the 
NAACP. Under his guidance, the Detroit chapter became one of the most active and 
vital in the United States. Despite his dedicated work toward political organization, 
Johnson also maintained a steadfast belief in education and served as the vice president 
of university relations and professor of educational sociology at Wayne State University 
for nearly a quarter of a century. 

In his intimate and engaging style, Johnson gives readers a look into his personal life, 
including his close relationship with his grandmother, his encounters with Morehouse 
classmate Martin Luther King, and the loss of his sons. Readers interested in African 
American social history and political organization will appreciate this unique and re-
vealing volume.

# # #

For more information on this book or to interview the author, please contact Sarah 
Murphy, Promotions Manager, Wayne State University Press, (313) 577-6077 tel; (313) 
577-6131 fax; murphysa@wayne.edu. To learn more about the Press, please visit 
wsupress.wayne.edu.

Book information:

October 2008
6 x 9, 288 pages, 
42 Illustrations
ISBN 978-0-8143-3370-9   
$24.95 cloth

African American Life Series

“Arthur L. Johnson is one of the unsung heroes who created the new world of 
black and white America. For more than sixty years, he has given us a new sense 
of what creative, inclusive, and daring leadership can do. He came up from seg-
regation, poverty, and a broken family and involved himself totally in a ministry 
of manhood, overcoming family tragedies and confronting a late bout of Parkin-
son’s disease with his usual grace. You ought to know this man and his life story.  
He is one of the great yea-sayers and yea-makers of our times.
—Lerone Bennett Jr., author, historian, and executive editor emeritus, Ebony 
Magazine


