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PREFACE
Robert LeVertis Bell and Paul M. Farber

REALISM AND UTOPIA IN THE WIRE
Fredric Jameson

“THE GAME IS THE GAME”: TAUTOLOGY
AND ALLEGORY IN THE WIRE
Paul Allen Anderson

“A MAN WITHOUT A COUNTRY”:

THE BOUNDARIES OF LEGIBILITY, SOCIAL
CAPITAL, AND COSMOPOLITAN MASCULINITY
Mark Anthony Neal

THE LAST RITES OF D’ANGELO BARKSDALE:
THE LIFE AND AFTERLIFE OF PHOTOGRAPHY
IN THE WIRE

Paul M. Farber

CONSTRAINED FREQUENCIES: THE WIRE
AND THE LIMITS OF LISTENING

Adrienne Brown

THE DEPTH OF THE HOLE: INTERTEXTUALITY
AND TOM WAITS’S “WAY DOWN IN THE HOLE”

James Braxton Peterson

GREEK GODS IN BALTIMORE: GREEK TRAGEDY
AND THE WIRE
Chris Love

WALKING IN SOMEONE ELSE’S CITY: THE WIRE
AND THE LIMITS OF EMPATHY
Hua Hsu
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“PRECARIOUS LUNCH”: CONVIVIALITY
AND POSTLAPSARIAN NOSTALGIA IN
THE WIRE’S FOURTH SEASON

Robert LeVertis Bell

CAPITALIST REALISM AND SERIAL FORM:
THE FIFTH SEASON OF THE WIRE
Leigh Claire La Berge



